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MOHAIR  PRODUCTION  UP  AGAIN  IN  1980  FW-1-81 

December  1981 

Summary 

World  mohairl/  production  in  1980  continued  its  upward  climb  which  began  in 
1975.    This  is  mainly  because  of  steadily  increasing  Angora  goat  numbers 
during  the  same  period  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa.    Trade  in  raw  mohair 
trended  downward  as  major  producers  shifted  to  producing  top  for  export. 
(Mohair  top  is  combed,  scoured  mohair  ready  for  spinning.) 
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Production  g;;o  "-^^ 


World  mohair  production  during  1  980  in  the  four  main  producing  a^as— whTcbD 
account  for  nearly  all  of  the  world's  mohair  clip — was  estimated  at  1  6,330"^"' 
tons2/,  compared  with  16,046  tons  in  1979  and  the  1  965  high  of  3£?200  tonjg 
World  production,  which  fell  steadily  from  1  965  to  the  mid-1 970' s.^ue  tor-^^ 
uneconomical  prices,  drought  conditions,  and  other  rearing  probleiffis,  ^_cz 
stabilized  in  the  mid-1  970 's  and  started  to  rise.    Production  in  South  Afp{j&a 
for  1980  continued  on  an  upward  trend  despite  summer  drought,  while  similai^ 
weather  conditions  in  the  United  States  and  Turkey  were  mainly  responsible  fbr 
a  downturn  in  production  in  those  countries. 


United  States.    The  1  980  clip  totaled  4,110  tons^ compared  with  4,345  tons  for 
1979  and  the  1965  high  of  14,706  tons.    The  State  of  Texas  accounts  for  about 
97  percent  of  the  total  U.S.  clip,  with  production  centered  in  the  Edward 
Plateau  region.    The  remainder  is  produced  in  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
California,  Utah,  and  Oregon.    The  number  of  Texas  goats  clipped  in  1980  was 
1,240,000  head,  down  slightly  from  the  1,275,000  head  clipped  in  1979.  Poor 
weather  conditions  during  mid-  and  late  summer  contributed  to  the  downturn  in 
both  numbers  clipped  and  yield. 

Mohair  prices  during  the  summer  of  1980  averaged  about  $3.00  a  pound  for  adult 
hair.    There  was  little  interest  in  young  goat  or  kid  hair  during  the  summer 
months  mainly  because  of  slackened  demand  from  Western  European  spinners. 


T7    Mohair  is  the  fleece  of  the  Angora  goat,  which  is  principly  found  on  the 
central  plateau  of  Turkey,  the  South  African  cape,  in  the  southwestern 
United  States  (principally  the  Edwards  Plateau  of  Texas),  and  in 
Lesotho.    Production  in  other  countries  is  insignificant  and  is  not 
included  in  data  in  this  circular. 

2/    All  tons  are  metric. 


Turkey.    The  1980  clip  was  estimated  at  5,500  tons,  reversing  the  upward  trend 
started  in  1977.    Although  goat  numbers  increased  somewhat,  compared  with 
1979,  yields  were  off  by  a  larger  margin  due  to  drier  weather  and  poorer 
forage  conditions,  thus  pulling  production  down. 

Yields  for  Turkish  mohair  continue  to  lag  behind  the  United  States  and  South 
Africa.    The  average  yield  for  1980  was  1.5  kilograms,  compared  with  3.2  for 
the  United  States  and  3.8  kilograms  for  South  Africa.  Malnutrition, 
crossbreeding,  and  the  practice  of  only  one  shearing  per  year  are  the  reasons 
for  this  lower  yield. 

To  encourage  mohair  production,  the  government  of  Turkey  purchases  mohair  at 
supported  prices.    This  policy  has  had  a  stabilizing  effect  on  the  mohair 
industry  in  the  late  1970's  and  appears  to  be  reversing  the  downward  trend 
that  started  in  that  country  in  the  1960's. 

South  Africa.    Production  for  1980  continued  on  an  upward  trend,  approaching 
the  level  attained  in  1  965.    The  1980  clip  was  estimated  at  6,120  tons, 
compared  with  5,^10  tons  for  1979.    Goat  numbers  on  farms  showed  a  similar 
trend,  reaching  1.5  million  head  for  1  980,  but  were  still  below  the  record 
level  for  1966  of  1.9  million  head.    The  Eastern  Cape  is  the  principal 
producing  area  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa,  and  production  should  continue 
to  expand  as  mohair  is  a  large  money  earner  for  farmers.    Yields  for  South 
African  mohair  continue  to  be  the  highest  in  the  world.    The  1980  clip  reached 
3.8  kilograms  per  goat,  compared  with  3.2  for  the  United  States. 

Prices  for  South  African  adult  mohair  are  reported  to  average  about  $3.20  to 
$3.40  per  pound  during  the  summer  of  1980. 

Lesotho.    Production  for  1980  is  estimated  at  600  tons.    Since  1975, 
production  has  remained  relatively  stagnate  due  to  poor  climate  and  grazing 
conditions.    After  an  experiment  of  selling  their  mohair  independently  failed, 
most  of  the  mohair  from  Lesotho  is  once  again  being  marketed  through  the  South 
African  Mohair  Board. 

Other  countries.    Australia,  a  very  small  producer  of  mohair,  continues  to 
show  an  interest  in  its  production,  but  output  is  hampered  by  the  inability  to 
secure  breeding  stock  due  to  animal  health  import  regulations.    As  a  result, 
prices  for  domestic  Angora  goats  breeding  stock  prices  are  at  record  levels. 
However,  a  consignment  of  37  young  Angora  rams  left  Melbourne  during  August 
for  the  Soviet  Union.    This  was  the  first  time  Australia  exported  Angora  goats 
to  any  major  country  other  than  New  Zealand. 

Mohair  also  is  produced  on  a  limited  basis  in  Argentina,  Brazil,  Mexico, 
Chile,  Greece,  Iran,  Malagasy,  Swaziland,  and  Transkei .    Most  of  the  mohair 
produced  in  these  countries  is  used  for  hand  weaving. 

Trade 

World  raw  mohair  trade  totaled  5,945  tons  in  1980,  down  10  percent  from  1979 
levels.    Trade  in  raw  mohair  from  all  major  producers  is  trending  downward  in 
favor  of  expanding  exports  of  top  and  yarn.    Increased  foreign  exchange 
earnings  are  achieved  from  the  added  value  of  further  processing  this  raw 
product. 
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United  States.    Exports  from  the  United  States  during  1980  totaled  2,823  tons, 
down  slightly  from  1979  levels.    The  prolonged  drought  in  Texas  was 
responsible  for  reducing  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  mohair.    The  leading 
export  market  for  U.S.  mohair  is  the  United  Kingdom.    The  main  processing 
center,  located  in  Bradford,  England,  turns  U.S.  raw  mohair  into  top  and  yarn 
for  both  domestic  use  and  re-export.    U.S.  exports  to  other  EC  countries  are 
increasing,  but  exports  to  Japan  have  fallen  as  U.S.  mohair  top  is  now  going 
to  this  market. 

U.S.  mohair  top  exports  are  not  separately  classified,  but  are  included  in  a 
basket  category  along  with  wool  tops.    Based  upon  recent  research, 
approximately  one-third  of  this  basket  category  is  mohair  top.    The  1980 
exports  of  this  basket  category  fell  about  20  percent  to  1,055  tons,  compared 
with  1979  exports  of  1,354  tons.    Canada,  Japan,  and  Western  European 
countries  are  the  major  importers. 

Turkey.    Mohair  exports  for  1980  totaled  1,037  tons.    Trade  in  raw  mohair  has 
been  erratic  during  the  past  several  years  mainly  because  variations  in 
government  policy  and  larger  amounts  being  used  domestically. 

Republic  of  South  Africa.    South  African  exports  of  raw  mohair  fell  to  2,085 
tons  from  2,208  tons  during  1979.    (This  includes  Lesotho  mohair  marketed 
through  the  South  African  Mohair  Board.)    Scoured  mohair  and  mohair  top 
exports  (see  table  8)  are  increasing  at  the  expense  of  raw  mohair  exports 
mainly  because  of  increased  added  value  received  for  further  processing  raw 
mohai  r. 

Japan.    Japanese  imports  of  raw  mohair  are  no  longer  significant,  being 
di spl aced  by  imported  mohair  top.    One  of  the  reasons  for  the  switch  to  top  is 
the  stringent  Japanese  environmental  regulations  that  are  difficult  for 
processors  of  raw  mohair  to  meet. 

Outi ook 

The  main  question  for  U.S.  producers  is  price.    Currently,  the  strengthening 
U.S.  dollar  gives  the  price  advantage  to  South  African  mohair,  and, 
consequently,  U.S.  sales  may  suffer.    Other  unfavorable  worldwide  economic 
conditions  such  as  high  interest  rates  and  rising  prices  may  cause  a  downturn 
in  sales.    Generally,  however,  mohair  producers  remain  optimistic  because 
mohair  remains  in  fashion  and  demand  is  quite  strong  in  Western  Europe.  U.S. 
producers  are  well  known  for  their  high  quality  mohair,  and  stocks  in  the 
United  States  are  at  manageable  levels,  which  further  add  to  this  optimism. 
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TABLE  1 

— Mohair : 

Annual  Production  in 

Speci  fied 

Countries, 

Greasy  Basis,  1  975- 

■80 

(In  Metric  Tons) 

United 

Republic  of 

Year 

States  1/ 

Turkey 

South  Africa  2/ 

Lesotho 

Total 

1975 

4,020 

5,590 

3,843 

600 

14,053 

1976 

3,785 

5,530 

A      ^  A  *^ 

4,1 42 

500 

14,057 

1977 

3,740 

5, 590 

A       V  f  7 

4,567 

400 

14,297 

1978 

3,785 

5,735 

4,912 

500 

14,932 

1979 

4,345 

5,800 

5,401 

OUU 

16,046 

1980 

4,110 

5,500 

6,1  20 

600 

16,330 

ly    Year  beginning  April  1.    Includes  reported  production  in  Texas  plus  an 

estimate  for  minor  producing  states. 
11    Year  beginning  July  1. 
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TABLE  2— Mohair:    Annual  Exports  from 
Specified  Countries- -Actual  Weight,  1975-80 
(In  Metric  Tons) 


United  Republic  of 


Year 

States  1/ 

Turkey 

South  Africa  2/ 

Total 

1975 

4,103 

2,668 

2,772 

9,543 

1976 

3,248 

5,125 

2,311 

10,684 

1977 

2,808 

2,085 

2,886 

7,779 

1978 

2,974 

3,758 

2,854 

9,586 

1979 

2,926 

1,515 

2,208 

6,649 

1980 

2,823 

1 ,037 

2,085 

5,945 

!_/    Clean  content. 

y    Year  beginning  March.    Includes  Lesotho. 
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TABLE  3— Mohair:    Annual  U.S.  Exports  by 
Country  of  Destination,  Clean  Basis,  1975-80 
(In  Metric  Tons) 


Country  of 
Desti  nati  on 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

United  Kingdom 

2,805 

2,345 

2,204 

2,284 

1 ,948 

2,052 

Bel gium-Luxembourg 

130 

126 

138 

69 

82 

112 

Germany,  West 

200 

164 

120 

68 

86 

168 

Spai  n 

153 

102 

145 

138 

131 

116 

Italy 

337 

54 

74 

96 

152 

161 

France 

268 

1 

43 

217 

269 

86 

Other  Countries 

210 

446 

84 

102 

258 

128 

Total 

4,103 

3,248 

2,808 

2,974 

2,926 

2,823 

Percent  of 

Production  90  86  75  79  67  69 


TABLE  4--Turkey:    Annual  Exports  of  Mohair  by 
Country  of  Destination,  Actual  Weight,  1975-80 
(In  Metric  Tons) 


Country  of 
Desti  nation 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

U.S.S.R. 

838 

671 

939 

903 

862 

- 

United  Kingdom 

1  ,227 

3,148 

800 

1 ,492 

238 

371 

Poland 

49 

- 

- 

- 

50 

30 

France 

498 

988 

287 

578 

65 

172 

Italy 

20 

258 

15 

137 

44 

Other  Countries 

36 

60 

44 

648 

256 

464 

Total 

2,668 

5,125 

2,085 

3,758 

1,515 

1 ,037 
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TABLE  5— Republic  of  South  Africa!/  IJ:    Annual  Exports 
of  Mohdir  by  Country  of  Destination,  Actual  Weight,  1975-80 

(In  Metric  Tons) 


Country  of 


Desti  nation 

1  y /b 

1  y  /D 

1  077 

1  y  /  / 

1  Q7ft 

1  y  /  0 

1  Q7Q 

1  QftD 

Bel gi  um -Luxembourg 

1  39 

35 

4 

1  y  1 

yy 

1  't  1 

Um  ted  Ki  ngdom 

1  ,777 

1      "7  AO 

1 ,708 

2,0/0 

1  700 

1  ,  /U2 

1  ,40o 

yoc 

Italy 

381 

1 86 

Zll 

bio 

o'an 
2oU 

oy't 

France 

o  on 
329 

2  1  / 

21  U 

2U4 

Joy 

977 
LI  1 

Spai  n 

24 

1 0 

51 

\  ob 

1  0 

Japan 

22 

15 

4 

8 

13 

1 

Germany,  West 

80 

48 

63 

26 

13 

55 

Other  Countries 

20 

92 

202 

40 

0 

55 

Total 

2,772 

2,311 

2,386 

2,854 

2,208 

2,085 

!_/    Includes  Lesotho. 

2^/    Year  beginning  March. 

_3/    Less  than  500  kilograms. 
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TABLE  6 — Annual  Mohair  Impo'-ts  By  t-lajor  Inporters  and  Country  of  Origin, 

Actual  Weight,  1975-30 


1975  Country  of  Origin 


United 

South 

Importing  Country 

States 

Africa 

Turkey  Argentina 

Others 

Total 

Uni  ted  Ki  nsdom 

3,430 

2,1 25 

1,11. 

1  ,  Vcy 

DC 

7  7HQ 

Jaoan 

75 

*132 

o 

n 

U 

1 

211 

Italy 

10 

3 

n 
u 

u 

1 

14 

France 

648 

877 

H  J  1 

227 

2.203 

Germany,  Uest 

0 

110 

n 

XJ 

137 

247 

SiMln 

133 

711 

1  u 

g 

151 

1,011 

Total 

?7296 

3,958 

1,583 

1,035 

603 

11,475 

1 976 

■?  1  7fl 

'\  070 

cy  1 

Japan 

133 

121 

n 

KJ 

7 

261 

Italy 

46 

0 

n 

n 

69 

115 

France 

285 

526 

1  D 

239 

2,265 

Germany,  West 

0 

45 

0 

w 

229 

294 

Spain 

177 

502 

1  3 

An 

220 

974 

Total 

3,61 9 

3,229 

4,2dS 

1,055 

13,335 

1  977 

ouu 

Japan 

58 

44 

w 

n 

6 

108 

Italy 

24 

0 

54 

78 

France 

181 

346 

/  o 

267 

1.201 

Germany,  West 

0 

81 

106 

208 

Spain 

99 

308 

27 

27 

148 

609 

Total 

3,037 

2,872 

1,151 

1,087 

73? 

8,891 

1 978 

Ull  1  ecu  IVIIl^UUIII 

114 

Japan 

54 

55 

2 

0 

4 

115 

Italy 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

87 

89 

France 

356 

940 

fid? 

1  no 

305 

2,343 

Germany,  West 

23 

129 

0 

10 

51 

213 

Spain 

281 

443 

OS 

1 1  Q 

284 

1,225 

Total 

3,363 

2,708 

1.097 

S45 

12,085 

I 

'  1  979 

7  448 

1 ,371 

446 

165 

5  323 

Japan 

171 

*  45 

1 

0 

7 

224 

Italy 

4 

1 

0 

Neal 

25 

30 

France 

404 

789 

76Q 

1  21 

331 

1 ,914 

Germany,  West 

57 

145 

g 

w 

96 

343 

Spain 

107 

433 

179 

795 

Total 

3,1 91 

2,784 

738 

1,113 

803 

8,629 

1980 

United  Kingdom 

3,024 

983 

413 

567 

75 

5.062 

Japan 

36 

24 

0 

0 

1 

01 

Italy 

4 

0 

0 

0 

23 

27 

France 

304 

758 

250 

100 

268 

1,680 

Germany,  West 

247 

225 

0 

54 

24 

550 

Spain 

178 

209 

0 

23 

103  1/ 

513 

Total 

3.793 

2,199 

744 

7,893 

1/  Januari-September 
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TABLE  7— United  Kingdom:    Annual  Exports  of  Mohair  Top  by 
Country  of  Destination,  Actual  Weight,  1977-80 
(In  Metric  Tons) 


Country  of 


Desti  nation 

1 977 

1 978 

1 979 

T  ADA 

1  980 

France 

186 

31  5 

327 

r\  r\  ~f 

297 

Germany,  West 

1 54 

1  58 

o  o  o 

228 

Italy 

499 

692 

441 

375 

Irel and 

201 

1  76 

1 38 

1  30 

Japan 

647 

373 

1  63 

1  25 

Germany,  East 

57 

136 

119 

85 

India 

41 

64 

88 

253 

Other  Countries 

336 

469 

376 

276 

Total 

2,121 

2,393 

1  ,880 

1 ,762 

Note:    Prior  to  1  977,  mohair  top  not  separately  classified. 
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TABLE  8— Republic  of  South  Africa  1/:    Annual  Exports 
of  Scoured  Mohair  and  Mohair  Top,  Actual  Weight, 
By  Country  of  Destination,  1  975-80 
(In  Metric  Tons) 

Country  of 


Destination 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

Bel gi  um-Luxembourg 

42 

24 

89 

53 

109 

157 

France 

212 

117 

42 

91 

31 

130 

Italy 

209 

153 

319 

370 

269 

257 

Japan 

195 

284 

437 

879 

787 

608 

Spai  n 

503 

335 

270 

294 

368 

328 

Swi  tzerl  and 

4 

11 

27 

82 

57 

1  36 

United  Kingdom 

96 

78 

107 

207 

260 

261 

Germany,  West 

88 

128 

75 

103 

320 

327 

Other  Countries 

49 

107 

165 

no 

129 

204 

Total 

1 , 498 

1 ,237 

1 ,531 

2,189 

2,330 

2,408 

1/    Year  beginning  March. 
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